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The Situation: Proposed resolutions in Congress and an injunction request in a Ninth Circuit 
case both seek significant reductions in fossil fuel use throughout the economy.

The Result: In the near term, it is easy to predict that restrictions on the use of fossil fuel 
will not be adopted into federal law through legislative or judicial action. But these 
developments are a harbinger of more serious efforts that could be on the horizon.

Looking Ahead: The potential impact on business operations of a substantial, federally 
mandated reduction in fossil fuel use varies from company to company. It would be an 
existential threat to some and perhaps a catalyst for growth to others. In either case, the 
possibility cannot be ignored in business, political, and legal planning efforts.

THREE KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. Recent developments in climate change policy, such
as the introduction of Green New Deal resolutions in
Congress last month and a request for an injunction
against federal fossil fuel project approvals, would
have been unthinkable 12 years ago when the
Supreme Court decided that greenhouse gases could
be regulated under the Clean Air Act.

2. Those who approach climate change as an existential
threat to their communities are now seeking the
wholesale elimination of fossil fuels from large
sections of the economy in court and in Congress.
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The Green New Deal resolutions introduced in Congress earlier this year, combined with a 
recent injunction motion in a climate change case pending in the Ninth Circuit, crystallize the 
holy grail for those who approach climate change as an existential threat to their communities. 
Previously, they were content to seek incremental measures, such as reducing or eliminating 
coalfired power generation, increasing motor vehicle fuel efficiency requirements, and 
encouraging investments in mass transit and electric vehicles.

Now, they are openly seeking the wholesale elimination of fossil fuels from large sections of the 
economy. It is easy to predict that this approach will not be adopted into federal law through 
legislative or judicial action in the near term. But it is a harbinger of serious efforts to achieve 
these outcomes that could be on the horizon. The potential impact on business operations of a 
successful effort to reduce fossil fuel use significantly varies from company to company. It would 
be an existential threat to some and perhaps a catalyst to growth for others. In either case, 
the possibility cannot be ignored in business, political, and legal planning efforts.
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3. It is easy to predict that these efforts will not be
successful in the near term, but serious efforts to
achieve these outcomes could be on the horizon and
cannot be ignored in business, political, and legal
planning efforts.

All Contacts >>>

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN: Go To All Recommendations >>

Proposed Waters 
of the United 
States Rule 
Narrows Federal 
Clean Water Act 
Jurisdiction

Green Buildings: 
The Epicenter of 
Responsible 
Investing, ESG 
Disclosure 
Requirements and 
Financial 
Incentives

The Climate 
Report Winter 
2019

SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIBE TO RSS

Jones Day is a global law firm with more than 2,500 lawyers on five continents. One Firm Worldwide

Disclaimer: Jones Day's publications should not be construed as legal advice on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for 
general information purposes only and may not be quoted or referred to in any other publication or proceeding without the prior written consent of 
the Firm, to be given or withheld at our discretion. To request reprint permission for any of our publications, please use our "Contact Us" form, 
which can be found on our website at www.jonesday.com. The mailing of this publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not 
constitute, an attorneyclient relationship. The views set forth herein are the personal views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Firm.

© 2019 Jones Day. All rights reserved. 51 Louisiana Avenue, N.W., Washington D.C. 200012113

SM

https://jonesday-ecommunications.com/277/3542/downloads/fossilfuelcontacts.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/environmental_health_safety/?section=Publications
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0dfce0a5-708f-48c3-9551-5e5a580e4d0d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3ddfbdb1-dbe1-4b33-b95c-0a648e90c35e/Proposed%20Waters.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0dfce0a5-708f-48c3-9551-5e5a580e4d0d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3ddfbdb1-dbe1-4b33-b95c-0a648e90c35e/Proposed%20Waters.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0dfce0a5-708f-48c3-9551-5e5a580e4d0d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3ddfbdb1-dbe1-4b33-b95c-0a648e90c35e/Proposed%20Waters.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0dfce0a5-708f-48c3-9551-5e5a580e4d0d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3ddfbdb1-dbe1-4b33-b95c-0a648e90c35e/Proposed%20Waters.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0dfce0a5-708f-48c3-9551-5e5a580e4d0d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3ddfbdb1-dbe1-4b33-b95c-0a648e90c35e/Proposed%20Waters.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0dfce0a5-708f-48c3-9551-5e5a580e4d0d/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3ddfbdb1-dbe1-4b33-b95c-0a648e90c35e/Proposed%20Waters.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/dd050cf5-7aab-4383-a6d2-d2341723d500/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/87ca5227-ecf6-4564-b204-d73e386f5805/Green%20Buildings-%20The%20Epicenter%20of%20Responsible%20Investing%2019-00190.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0a5c7308-10de-462f-8c82-0da4c8f51d65/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/2b23e025-46ff-44b0-8a61-236e18e4a5a0/Winter%202019%20Climate%20Report.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0a5c7308-10de-462f-8c82-0da4c8f51d65/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/2b23e025-46ff-44b0-8a61-236e18e4a5a0/Winter%202019%20Climate%20Report.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/0a5c7308-10de-462f-8c82-0da4c8f51d65/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/2b23e025-46ff-44b0-8a61-236e18e4a5a0/Winter%202019%20Climate%20Report.pdf
https://jonesday-ecommunications.com/5/69/landing-pages/preference.asp
http://www.jonesday.com/newsknowledge/rss.aspx

