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Rick L. McKnight

Los Angeles

has been a key player in a slew of complex litigation 

Dole Food Co. against the unprecedented claims of fi ve 
Nicaraguan men who alleged the company rendered 

pesticide-maker to pay $3.3 million in compensatory 

in punitive damages. But McKnight persuaded a federal 

has announced it will review the case.

Sh Mi

Legal Director, National Center for Lesbian Rights’ legal 

In a dozen years with the center, he has become 
known for his tireless work on precedent-setting cases. 

unconstitutional to discriminate against gay and lesbian 

Minter never fails to credit the many other attorneys 

Latham & Watkins

He played a central role in the Oracle/BEA feud 

San Francisco offi ce was one of the lead partners for 
Oracle in its attempt to acquire BEA systems, during 

both companies. Ultimately, he helped orchestrate an 
$8.5 billion agreement between the pair. Togther with 
his corporate partners, he helped pave the way for the 

Danette E. Meyers

President, Los Angeles County Bar Association

Los Angeles

It’s not enough that this veteran Los Angeles County 
prosecutor is this year’s county bar president, with all 
the attendant duties that come with the post. She’s also 

penalty cases and two other murder cases, in which 
the accused are lawyers — Carl Chapman, charged 
with killing his son, and Surekha Weinberg, a wrong-way 
driver accused of causing a collision that killed a foreign-
exchange student and injured four passengers. She 
also successfully prosecuted Lindsey Lohan this year 
on a DUI. It’s all in a day’s work for this deputy district 
attorney who has prosecuted close to 200 jury trials in 
her 20 years on the job, while maintaining leadership 
positions in both the county and state bar associations, 
including as the fi rst African-American chair of the county 
bar association’s delegation to the State Bar annual 

prevention, immigration and AIDS services.

Carlos R. Moreno

Justice, California Supreme Court

San Francisco

Drawing on his own experience as a foster parent, 
he chairs the California Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Children in Foster Care, which recommended sweeping 
improvements this year to the state’s overburdened 

sure foster children don’t fall through the cracks. The 
high court’s only Democratic appointee also had a 
productive year on the court. He joined the majority in 
the landmark same-sex marriage decision and authored 
the majority opinion in another 4-3 decision that 
preserved California’s strong First Amendment rights for 
protesters at shopping malls.

Thomas J. Nolan

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom

Los Angeles

He’s has spent most of this year in an epic intellectual 
property showdown between his toy company client MGA 
Entertainment, maker of the famous Bratz dolls, and 
Barbie manufacturer Mattel. A federal court jury found 
against Nolan’s client in July, deciding the company 
illegally worked with a Mattel employee on the doll 
concept. But Nolan ratcheted up his duel with Mattel 
lawyers at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & Hedges 
during the trial’s damages phase. His arguments 
convinced jurors to cap their award at $100 million — a 
fraction of the nearly $2 billion Mattel sought.
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