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The Ruling: On October 9, 2018, the Hague Court of Appeal upheld the Hague District 
Court's 2015 firstinstance ruling that the Dutch State violated the European Convention on 
Human Rights ("ECHR") and failed to fulfil its duty of care by not pursuing a more 
ambitious reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the Netherlands.

The Result: The Court of Appeal found that the current measures are too uncertain and 
insufficient to reach the 25 percent greenhouse gas emission reduction target necessary to 
prevent hazardous climate change by 2020, basing its ruling on Articles 2 (right to life) and 
8 (the right to respect for private and family life) of the ECHR, which it held to have direct 
effect.

Looking Ahead: The Dutch government, charged by the Court of Appeal with devising and 
implementing a policy to reach this target, has stated that it is considering appealing the 
court's judgment but also expressed its commitment to its climate policy.

This judgment follows proceedings that the Urgenda Foundation brought in 2013 against the 
State, claiming that the State was not taking sufficient measures to protect its citizens from the 
adverse effects of climate change. Dutch law permits foundations or associations to bring 
actions of general interests of this type.

As part of its international commitments, the European Union has set a greenhouse gas 
emission reduction target of 20 percent by 2020 (40 percent by 2030) compared to 1990 levels. 
To achieve this target, the European Union adopted two specific instruments:

• The Emissions Trading System ("ETS")—the EU "capandtrade" system—covering
greenhouse gas emissions from a wide range of largescale industrial facilities and the
aviation sector; and

• The Effort Sharing Decision, setting individual greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for
Member States in nonETS sectors (e.g., agriculture, waste) from 2013 to 2020.

The Court of Appeal found that there is a real threat of 
dangerous climate change, resulting in the serious risk that the 
current generation of citizens will be confronted with loss of life 

and/or a disruption of family life.

Although the Netherlands was on track to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions in accordance 
with the EU program, Urgenda introduced proceedings in 2013 to seek more ambitious targets. 
It requested that the District Court find that the State was acting unlawfully by not taking 
appropriate measures to reduce the level of greenhouse gas emissions in the Netherlands by 
40 percent by 2020 or at least 25 percent compared to 1990 levels. It referred to the level 
deemed necessary by climate scientists for developed countries to prevent hazardous climate 
change.

Urgenda based its claims on the principle of proper social conduct under Dutch law as well as 
the duty of care enshrined in Articles 2 and 8 ECHR, which provide for the right to life and the 
right to respect for private and family life.

In an initial judgment of June 24, 2015, the District Court agreed with Urgenda that the State's 
conduct violated proper social conduct. With regard to Articles 2 and 8 ECHR, the District Court 
held that Urgenda itself could not be considered a direct or indirect victim of a violation of these 
provisions, within the meaning of Article 34 ECHR.

The State appealed the District Court's ruling, pursuant to which Urgenda filed a crossappeal 
relating to the District Court's finding on Articles 2 and 8 ECHR.

The Court of Appeal upheld Urgenda's crossappeal. It found that Article 2 ECHR imposes a 



THREE KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. The Court of Appeal found that the Dutch State has a
duty of care to protect its citizens from the adverse
effects of climate change and, accordingly, ordered
the State to ensure that, compared to 1990 levels,
greenhouse gas emissions are reduced by at least 25
percent by the end of 2020, corresponding to the
level deemed necessary in climate science for
developed countries to prevent hazardous climate
change.

2. Since the Court of Appeal relied on human rights set
out in the ECHR to establish the State's duty of care,
its ruling is possibly the first judicial decision linking
climate change to human rights under the ECHR,
thereby potentially setting the stage for climate
change litigation in other jurisdictions party to the
ECHR.

3. The Urgenda case may give rise to similar claims in
other EU jurisdictions or at the EU level, as evidenced
by the case Carvalho and Others v Parliament and
Council pending before the EGC.
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positive obligation on a state to protect the lives of its citizens and that Article 8 ECHR 
mandates the state to protect the right to a home and private life. When there is a real and 
imminent threat, it held, the state must take precautionary measures to protect these rights.

Applying these requirements, the Court of Appeal found that there is a real threat of 
dangerous climate change, resulting in the serious risk that the current generation of citizens 
will be confronted with loss of life and/or a disruption of family life. Based on its review of the 
State's reduction plan, the Court of Appeal deemed the margin of uncertainty unacceptable.

In a letter of October 9, 2018, the Minister for Economic Affairs and the Climate informed the 
Dutch Parliament that the Dutch government was considering an appeal to the Dutch Supreme 
Court. The Minister referred to a question of principle of judicial interference in governmental 
policies. The Minister further indicated that according to the latest estimates, the 25 percent 
reduction target was within reach and that the Dutch government remained fully committed to 
the policy goals set out in the Energy Agreement for Sustainable Growth, a nonbinding 
document that aims at reducing energy consumption and increasing the share of sustainable 
energy in the Netherlands.

The Urgenda case may give rise to similar claims in other EU Member States or at the EU level; 
in fact, a case is already pending before the European General Court. Applicants representing 
10 families from EU and nonEU Member States, as well as an association of young Sami 
people, have brought an action against the European Parliament and the Council before the EU 
General Court ("EGC") (Case T330/18) to urge EU institutions to adopt more stringent 
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.

The applicants filed an application to the EGC to seek the annulment of the emission targets 
set out in three legislative acts that are part of the 2030 climate and energy framework. In 
addition to annulment, the applicants seek injunctive relief from the EGC to require the EU 
institutions to enact a more ambitious greenhouse gas emission target of a reduction by 2030 
of at least 50–60 percent from 1990 levels.

Follow the link to read an English translation of the Court of Appeal's judgment. For further 
information on the EUwide litigation, please see The Climate Report, Summer 2018.

https://www.jonesday.com/flabrousse
https://www.jonesday.com/ydesmedt
https://www.jonesday.com/cdrion
https://www.jonesday.com/pchevillard
https://www.jonesday.com/kolsthoorn
https://www.jonesday.com/environmental_health_safety/?section=Publications
https://www.jonesday.com/The-Climate-Report--Fall-2018-10-31-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/The-Climate-Report--Fall-2018-10-31-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/ECHA-Proposes-to-Include-18-New-Substances-in-REACH-09-13-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/ECHA-Proposes-to-Include-18-New-Substances-in-REACH-09-13-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/ECHA-Proposes-to-Include-18-New-Substances-in-REACH-09-13-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/ECHA-Proposes-to-Include-18-New-Substances-in-REACH-09-13-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/Closing-the-Loop-European-Circular-Economy-Package-to-Improve-Waste-Management-07-03-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/Closing-the-Loop-European-Circular-Economy-Package-to-Improve-Waste-Management-07-03-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/Closing-the-Loop-European-Circular-Economy-Package-to-Improve-Waste-Management-07-03-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/Closing-the-Loop-European-Circular-Economy-Package-to-Improve-Waste-Management-07-03-2018
https://www.jonesday.com/Closing-the-Loop-European-Circular-Economy-Package-to-Improve-Waste-Management-07-03-2018
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=A0F1B8A519E72F510EA7BA676AD38A69?text=&docid=204870&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=1489121
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/non-us-case-documents/2018/20180524_Case-no.-T-18_application-1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2030_en#tab-0-0
http://deeplink.rechtspraak.nl/uitspraak?id=ECLI%3ANL%3AGHDHA%3A2018%3A2610
https://jonesday-ecommunications.com/239/2721/landing-pages/litigation.asp#first


Guidelines in the 
European Union 
and United 
States—Time to 
Get Prepared

Management

SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIBE TO RSS

Jones Day is a global law firm with more than 2,500 lawyers on five continents. We are One Firm WorldwideSM.

Disclaimer: Jones Day's publications should not be construed as legal advice on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for 
general information purposes only and may not be quoted or referred to in any other publication or proceeding without the prior written consent of 
the Firm, to be given or withheld at our discretion. To request reprint permission for any of our publications, please use our "Contact Us" form, 
which can be found on our website at www.jonesday.com. The mailing of this publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not 
constitute, an attorneyclient relationship. The views set forth herein are the personal views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Firm.

© 2018 Jones Day. All rights reserved. 51 Louisiana Avenue, N.W., Washington D.C. 200012113

https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/files/Publication/d4b8a966-f513-40cb-a460-612b34684cca/Presentation/PublicationAttachment/3d6e841f-6b84-4719-8f86-6f2cc001611f/Sustainable%20Finance%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.jonesday.com/Closing-the-Loop-European-Circular-Economy-Package-to-Improve-Waste-Management-07-03-2018
https://jonesday-ecommunications.com/5/69/landing-pages/preference.asp
http://www.jonesday.com/newsknowledge/rss.aspx

