
HONG KONG DISPUTE RESOLUTION

With more than 2,500 lawyers in 35 offices, Jones 

Day has one of the world’s largest litigation and 

arbitration practices, representing clients in juris-

dictions around the globe, including the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region. Established in 1986, 

the Firm’s Hong Kong Office has become one of the 

most prominent law firms in the region, providing a 

full range of legal services to Hong Kong, Mainland 

China and international clients.

 

In accordance with the principle of “one country, 

two systems”, Hong Kong’s legal system is separate 

from that of Mainland China and remains Asia’s most 

independent, robust and active common-law juris-

diction, deeply committed to upholding the rule of 

law. Hong Kong’s unique position as an international 

global centre and its common-law heritage make it a 

major forum for dispute resolution. The arbitration and 

court systems in Hong Kong are highly sophisticated 

and on par with those of the world’s major financial 

centres. In Hong Kong, disputes are resolved by high-

calibre judges and arbitrators who are fair and inde-

pendent. Parties in dispute know the case they face in 

advance through formal pleadings, discovery, witness 

statements, interrogatories and cross-examination of 

witnesses. Courts and tribunals are required to base 

their judgments and awards on established legal prin-

ciples, statutes and case law. 

International Litigation 
& Arbitration
The Firm’s International Litigation & Arbitration Practice 

includes a large number of Hong Kong-qualified law-

yers with extensive experience appearing before the 



Hong Kong courts. This experience includes representing 

clients in a variety of commercial litigation cases in the High 

Court of Hong Kong and landmark appeal cases before the 

Court of Final Appeal. 

Our lawyers are also at the forefront of client representation 

in arbitration in which Hong Kong is the chosen venue of the 

disputing parties. These cases include ad hoc arbitrations 

under the HKIAC and UNCITRAL Rules and institutional arbi-

trations under the HKIAC Administered Arbitration Rules, the 

ICC Rules of Arbitration and the CIETAC Arbitration Rules.

We are involved in commercial dispute resolution in a wide 

range of areas, including the following:

•	 Administrative decisions

•	 Commercial fraud

•	 Company law

•	 Competition /antitrust issues

•	 Construction

•	 Defamation

•	 Employment

•	 Financial and investment regulations

•	 General commercial issues 

•	 International trade

•	 IT / telecommunications

•	 Joint ventures

•	 Product liability

•	 Professional negligence

•	 Property

•	 Regulatory issues

•	 Restructuring and insolvency

•	 Securities and financial disputes

•	 Shareholder agreements

Leaders in the Hong Kong Legal 
Profession
Our Hong Kong litigation and arbitration lawyers are rec-

ognised as leaders in a variety of areas, including insol-

vency, general commercial litigation, regulatory issues 

and construction. Chambers Asia (2010) and The Asia 

Pacific Legal 500 (2009/10) have recognised our Dispute 

Resolution, Restructuring/Insolvency, Construction and 

Regulatory practices, and Jones Day partners in a number 

of practice areas have been ranked among Hong Kong’s 

leading lawyers.

Multijurisdictional and Cross-Border 
Disputes and the Advantage of Being 
“One Firm Worldwide”
As one of the largest global law firms, we represent many 

clients embroiled in multijurisdictional and cross-border dis-

putes that give rise to complex substantive and procedural 

law issues. The most notable of these disputes has been the 

increasing number of cross-border cases arising from trans-

actions with international, Hong Kong and Mainland Chinese 

elements, resulting from the massive growth in commercial 

activity on the Mainland over the past two decades. 

“One Firm Worldwide” is not just a slogan; it underlies the 

Firm’s foundation, our values and our approach to representing 

clients in multijurisdictional/cross-border litigation and arbitra-

tion. In practice it means that our Hong Kong lawyers regularly 

work closely with Jones Day lawyers around the world, includ-

ing those in our Greater China offices of Beijing, Shanghai and 

Taipei, ensuring that the Firm’s most qualified, experienced 

lawyers are assembled as a cohesive team to provide our cli-

ents with comprehensive and seamless representation.



This truly coordinated approach allows Jones Day to deal 

comprehensively with the complexities of multijurisdictional 

and cross-border cases and, at all times, to pursue our cli-

ents’ overall litigation strategies and commercial objectives.

 

Enforcing Judgments and Arbitration 
Awards
Our disputes lawyers regularly appear before the Hong Kong 

courts seeking and opposing enforcement of foreign judg-

ments and international arbitration awards. 

Af ter the June 2006 signing of the Arrangement on 

Reciprocal Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in 

Civil and Commercial Matters by the Courts of the Mainland 

and of the Hong Kong SAR, certain Hong Kong judgments 

rendered pursuant to commercial contracts containing exclu-

sive Hong Kong or Mainland China jurisdiction clauses are 

recognised and enforceable on the Mainland. As a result, 

Hong Kong is the first and only common-law jurisdiction in 

the world whose court judgments may be recognised and 

enforceable in Mainland China and vice versa. 

 

Because Hong Kong is a party to the 1958 Convention on 

the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards 

(the New York Convention), Hong Kong arbitration awards are 

already enforceable internationally. Of particular importance, 

arrangements between Hong Kong and Mainland China allow 

for the reciprocal enforcement of arbitration awards made in 

either jurisdiction.

Hong Kong Civil Justice Reforms and the 
Growth of Alternative Dispute Resolution
Civil Justice Reforms were recently adopted by the Hong 

Kong judiciary, leading to greater levels of case management 

and an increase in the use of alternative forms of dispute 

resolution, or ADR. 

 

The willingness of parties to settle their differences by means 

other than court judgments or arbitral awards ebbs and 

flows throughout the course of the dispute. The point in the 

procedure at which ADR is adopted by the parties is conse-

quently one of the key determinants of the success or failure 

of the dispute resolution process.

We are already adept at advising and assisting clients that 

choose ADR in Hong Kong, since a number of our litigation 

and arbitration lawyers have practised in Australia, the UK 

and the US—jurisdictions where alternative dispute resolution 

is firmly entrenched in the legal system. Our practical expe-

rience puts our clients in a strong position to devise case 

strategies that maximise the potential for ADR success. 

Representative Cases
Below is a partial list of significant litigation, arbitration and 

alternative dispute resolution cases handled by our Hong 

Kong Office in recent years:

•	 Appointed special counsel in the Asia-Pacific region to 

Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. (in chapter 11).

•	 Represented a global professional services firm in a series 

of disputes in the High Court of Hong Kong arising from 

a sale and purchase agreement relating to the transfer to 

it of a business operating in Hong Kong, Singapore and 

Malaysia; the disputes were settled successfully.

•	 Representing a large Hong Kong construction company in 

its defense of multimillion-dollar claims brought against it 

in the High Court.

•	 Acting for a German civil engineering and construction 

company against the HKSAR government in ad hoc arbitra-

tion proceedings under the HKIAC Domestic Rules.

•	 Representing a top-tier European private equity firm 
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in ongoing litigations in the High Court relating to a 

multimillion-dollar share subscription in a Hong Kong-listed 

company for investment in a coal mine in China.

•	 Represented a Taiwanese conglomerate in an ICC arbitra-

tion against a major US venture capital firm in relation to 

a multimillion-dollar shareholders’ dispute over commercial 

real estate assets in China.

•	 Representing a prominent individual in one of Hong Kong’s 

largest and most complex shareholder disputes, involving 

several billion HK dollars.

•	 Representing a Hong Kong-listed communications com-

pany in relation to a dispute with the Telecommunications 

Au tho r i t y  rega rd i ng  an  a l l eged  b reach  o f  t he 

Telecommunications Ordinance; representing the same cli-

ent in hearings before the Competition Appeal Board and 

the Court of Appeal.

•	 Advising a brokerage and investment group with respect to 

a dispute with one of its clients resulting from investment 

advice given to and trades made on behalf of that client 

concerning shares of a NASDAQ-listed company.

•	 Representing a major financial institution in a highly 

publicised corruption investigation concerning the fraudu-

lent trading of warrants and options on the Hong Kong 

Stock Exchange.

•	 Represented the receivers of a major North American 

hedge fund in tracing and recovering fraudulently dissi-

pated assets relating to the collapse of the multimillion-

dollar fund.

•	 Represented a major US multinational in multiple proceed-

ings relating to product liability issues arising in China, 

the United States, Europe and other locations but centred 

upon the client’s China operations.

Additional Information
For additional information regarding our Hong Kong Dispute 

Resolution practice, please contact your principal Firm rep-

resentative or one of the lawyers listed in this publication. 

General email messages may be sent using our “Contact Us” 

form, which can be found at www.jonesday.com.


